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        High School players get their chance in front of pro and college scouts this weekend at Maryland
 
 James Peters

Staff Writer
 
A total of 31 Montgomery County high-school baseball players are to participate in this weekend’s 4th Annual Mid-Atlantic High School Baseball Classic at the University of Maryland’s Shipley Field in College Park in the hopes of landing one of 20 spots on the South team for Sunday’s “Battle on the Ship” All-Star Game.

 

The two-day event, which begins with Friday’s scout friendly combine, is for rising sophomores, juniors and seniors and who have interest in playing college baseball. Some 20-plus college recruiters will be on hand each day and some will help in the selection process for Sunday’s all-star contest. 

The combine is open to players from Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, West Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Washington, D.C., and Florida.  Lou Holcomb, a part-time scout for the Baltimore Orioles, began the tournament as a way to both expose players to college recruiters and to help in his talent evaluation process for the Orioles. The event’s stature has grown exponentially in recent years.

 

“The Mid-Atlantic Showcase has grown into one of the top showcases on the East Coast and continues to draw premier players from our region,” said Maryland baseball coach Terry Rupp in a press release issued by Holcomb. “We are honored to be the host venue for this first-class event. Lou’s primary objective is exposure for young athletes and this event certainly gives athletes a tremendous opportunity to showcase their abilities to pro and college scouts.”

 

Holcomb said the combine begins at 10 a.m. Friday for prospective North pitchers and catchers, with such things as throwing mechanics and velocity being measured for each pitcher. Then at 12:30 p.m., position players take the field. Infielders take ground balls from deep in the hole at shortstop, while outfielders throw to third and home from right field. Position players are also put through the paces at the plate as well and individual speed is measured from home plate to first and through a 60-yard dash. The whole process is then repeated later in the day for the South players.

 

Four county players made it through the tryout stages and into the all-star contest last year — Magruder’s Matt Sweeney, Gaithersburg’s Rick Phillips and Springbrook’s Keith Hessler and Harold Brantley. Sweeney, who homered in the contest last year, has since been drafted (eighth round) and signed by the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim. Phillips will play for the University of Maryland-Baltimore County and Brantley is headed to the University of Connecticut. Hessler will be a senior this fall.

This year’s all-star hopefuls include the following 2006 first-team All-Gazette performers: Wootton’s Sam Bender (.500, 4 HR, 38 RBI), Good Counsel’s Billy Henig (.422, 20 RBI, 36 runs) and Georgetown Prep’s Chris Horning (.485, 32 RBI, 30 runs). Second-team selection, Brad Lipman of Georgetown Prep, who compiled a 7-1 record and a 1.15 earned-run average, will also try out Friday.

 

“I’ve heard just a lot of great things about it from my coaches and the players I’ve played with in the area,” Horning said. “I’ve heard it’s a great experience and that every high-school player should attend. It’s a beautiful field and you’ll be in front of a lot college coaches.”

 

Other notables from the county include Quince Orchard’s Kevin Johnson, Sherwood’s Carter Willson, Damascus’ Eric Berringer, The Heights’s Richard Loria and Wheaton’s John Bergwall.
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